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Rights and Duties of A Dental Surgeon.

 Generally speaking, there is no legal obligation on a dental surgeon to accept any and 
every patient that come to him. As no patient can be compelled to be treated by a particular 
surgeon, no Surgeon can likewise be coerced into entering into a contract with any patient.

 In medical science more than one line of  treatment is approved and available for an 
ailment. A dental surgeon may adopt any one of  them which he thinks best for the patient in his 
honest opinion. More over in operative cases right from anaesthesia to stitch thread, Every 
thing is to be decided by the surgeon only.

In some cases, he can decline, 

 a) He can refuse to treat a patient if  he himself  is not well or free. 

 e) In his honest opinion if  a doctor feels that he is not in a position to treat a patient 
because of  non- availability of  certain instruments etc., he may refer him to another 
place.

 c) In odd hours, that is hours other than those earmarked by him for his profession, he 
cannot be compelled, to treat.

 It is not always possible to make confirmatory diagnosis only from clinical examination. 
Additional investigations such as X-ray, C-T scanning, blood tests etc may be required. 

Selection of Patient:- 

 d) If  a patient does not agree with the method of  treatment or fee asked, he may refuse 
to treat a patient.

 Thus a dental surgeon is free to choose whom he will serve, but he should however 
respond to any request for his assistance in an emergency or whenever temperate public 
opinion expects the service.

 However ethics enjoin an ethical duty, not to turn away a patient arbitrarily or 
capriciously. 

Examples:-

Though dental surgeon is the best judge to decide about the number and type of  investigations 
to be carried out.

Selection of Investigations:- 

Selection of Method: -

 b) He can refuse to give fresh treatment to a patient with whom he had a bad experience 
in the past.
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 In this present era of  scientific development and increasing awareness and duties of  
individuals, throughout world, debates are organized regarding rights concerning human 
with special reference to rights of  women, rights of  children, rights of  victim, rights of  
surgeons accused and so on. Dentists who perform their duties with devotion and 
sincerity, also have professional rights. Some of  the rights are enumerated below:-
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